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The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, Buffalo, NY 

 

 

Cherub Window  

 

Our Mission Statement 

 

ñWe are a dwelling place where love of God and love of neighbor are embraced and livedò. 

 

A Prayer for Transition 

Ever-present God, You call us on a journey to a place we do not know. We are not where we started. 

We have not yet reached our destination. Be among us, we pray. Calm our fears, save us from 

discouragement, and help us to stay on course. Open our hearts to Your guidance so that our journey 

to this unknown place continues as a journey of trust. Amen. 

 

What Good Shepherd is looking for in a Rector 

 

Good Shepherd, Buffalo is searching for a new full time Rector. Based on our Congregational Survey, 

we need to work on improving our performance in four areas ï Church Growth and Development, 

Ministry with Youth, Spiritual Guidance and Christian Education. One of the most important qualities 

our new Rector should possess is the ability to be an inspirational preacher whose sermons are 

thought provoking and tackle ethical issues in challenging ways.  We celebrate a diversity of views 

and unite in a shared spirituality.  We hope to grow as a congregation that is successful in mission, 

and fully engaged in the community. 
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History 

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd was founded in 1888 on land donated by Elam Jewett.  

It was built as a memorial to Edward Ingersoll, rector of Trinity Church in downtown Buffalo, and 

Jewettôs closest friend. 

 

The church was built in 1887-1888. For the first ten years of its life, the parish resided in a sparsely 

populated area known as the ñBuffalo Plainsò, located at the northernmost edge of the city of Buffalo. 

This area would eventually develop into a large, thriving neighborhood, and Good Shepherd would be 

both literally and figuratively at its center. 

 

The church was built in a design reflecting Jewettôs interest in the Arts and Crafts movement.  This 

style of simplicity and grace serves as a counterpart to the Frank Lloyd Wright designed Darwin D. 

Martin house built some fifteen years later and located across the street from Good Shepherd.  Itôs no 

accident that Darwin Martin built his landmark home so near Good Shepherd.  He and his wife 

Isabelle were active members of the church.  

 

The Mission Movement style  evolved into the architectural heart of an upper middle class suburban 

community surrounding the Church of the Good Shepherd. 

 

Beautiful stained glass windows were installed in Good Shepherd from several of the most respected 

stained glass studios in the United States, England, and Canada.  The stained glass windows of 

Louis Comfort Tiffanyôs Tiffany Glass Company, however, dominate the interior of the church.  In fact, 

within about three years of the consecration of the church, Tiffany had installed three large triplets 

(the Good Shepherd in the chancel, and ñPurityò (Mary and Jesus in the Temple), and ñSt. Paulò in the 

south and north transepts) and two floral single light bay windows on the south wall of the nave. 

 

The parish facilities were expanded in 1890 with the addition of the Guild Hall and the Rectory.  The 

Rectory was a personal gift of Caroline Wheeler Jewett, Elam Jewettôs widow.  In 1922, the facilities 

were expanded again with the construction of Jewett Hall. 

 

About forty years after the founding of the church, the Guild Hall was transformed into a Childrenôs 

Chapel as a memorial to William Phelps Northrup, Elam Jewettôs nephew, and one of the original 

three trustees designated by Jewett to see to the completion of the original church.  The centerpiece 

of the chapel is Good Shepherdôs last Tiffany window, ñChrist Blessing the Little Children.ò   



4 
 

 

By 1945, Good Shepherd was one of Buffaloôs largest Episcopal parishes, numbering 525, and with 

an average attendance of 200 on a Sunday. Perhaps our most famous visitor was Harry S Truman 

who made his last public appearance here before he became President upon the death of Franklin D. 

Roosevelt. 

 

In subsequent years our Church attendance has declined to an extent.  We are no longer a large 

congregation of 525, but a strong community of 114 faithful parishioners with generosity and vision, 

with an average attendance of 76 on a Sunday.   

 

Good Shepherd in its 121 year history has had ten rectors serving its congregation, three with tenures 

of 35, 25 and most recently 13 years. All have added to the spiritual growth and missionary service of 

the congregation to its community. 

 

 

View of Church and Rectory from the Darwin Martin House 
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Community 

 

 

Strawberry Festival  

 

 

Good Shepherd is located in Parkside, a popular and historic neighborhood in North Buffalo that was 

planned by Frederick Law Olmsted, designer of Central Park.  As Part of his grand design of a parks 

system in Buffalo, Olmsted wanted to stimulate development of individual free-standing homes rather 

than traditional urban compacted row houses. As a result, Parksideôs beautiful design, rich 

architecture and its significance as a social idea have earned it a place in the National and State 

Registers of Historic Places.  

Good Shepherd is considered to be a cornerstone of the Parkside Community. 

 Good Shepherdôs community involvement includes providing meeting space for:  

¶ Parkside Community Association (www.parksidebuffalo.org)  

¶ Girl Scout meetings 

¶ North Buffalo Chapter of Alcoholics Anonymous 

¶ Food Pantry which provides many meals to needy families 

¶ Festival School of Ballet 

¶ Annual Halloween Party sponsored by Parkside Community Association 

¶ Eagle Ridge Kennel dog training classes 

¶ City Strings 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.parksidebuffalo.org/
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Adjacent to Good Shepherd is one of the most prominent landmarks in the area: the prairie style 

Darwin D. Martin House designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. The Martin Restoration Corporation has 

restored and rebuilt all of the original elements. The site is open for tours and attracts tourists from all 

over the country. (www.darwinmartinhouse.org). Good Shepherd hopes to build on this energy 

particularly in connection to the Elam Jewett Café where tourists will enjoy light refreshments as there 

is no on-site café at the Darwin Martin House. 

 

Parkside draws its name from it close proximity to Olmstedôs design of Delaware Park which contains 

the Buffalo Zoo, one of the oldest zoos in the United States. It has recently updated several exhibits 

and added new ones. (www.buffalozoo.org).  Delaware Park is also the location of a Summer Arts 

program, a jogging/bicycle path, bocce courts, soccer fields, baseball diamonds, basketball courts 

and an 18 hole golf course. 

 

Buffalo residents enjoy outdoor jazz concerts on the lawn of the Hellenic style Albright Knox Art 

Gallery, (http://www.albrightknox.org) , or canoeing on Hoyt Lake . On summer evenings, the State 

University at Buffalo presents live outdoor performances of Shakespeareôs plays in Delaware Park. 

 

Just a few miles from Good Shepherd can be found many religious denominations- Episcopal, 

Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox, which reflects the rich 

heritage and ethnic diversity of Buffalo.  

   

The Buffalo School System (www.buffaloschools.org/) offers a variety of focused learning areas such 

as a PreK-8 Montessori program, Performing Arts and Honors programs. There are also several 

private elementary and high schools in the area including Nichols, Elmwood Franklin and Canisius 

High School. There are many private and public colleges and universities in the area also.          

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.darwinmartinhouse.org/
http://www.buffalozoo.org/
http://www.albrightknox.org/
http://www.buffaloschools.org/
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Description of the Church Complex 

 

Good Shepherd Church is built in Romanesque style with blue limestone walls and a red tiled roof.  

The 120 year old building is structurally sound but requires ongoing maintenance as with any building 

of its age.1  The Arts and Crafts styled interior is intimate, with roof timbers, arches, and wainscoted 

walls ï all in oak.  The altar window, which was designed and executed under the direction of Louis 

Comfort Tiffany, represents the Good Shepherd with his flock. Recently major alterations to the north 

transept have been completed:  the choir pews and platform have been eliminated to make room for 

a flexible music space.  The choir sits on chairs, and both the Kilgen organ and Steinway grand piano 

are on wheels. 

 

 

 

The 3500 square foot Rectory is attached to the Church and is constructed 

of the same blue limestone and shingled.  The first floor features a large 

foyer with an open staircase to the second story, leaded stained glass 

windows, a front parlor and family-sized living room ï each with a wood-

burning fireplace.  There is a formal dining room off a large kitchen.  Off the 

kitchen are a laundry area and half bath.  On the second floor there are five 

bedrooms and two full baths.  In addition, there is a full attic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 See  www.buffaloah.com/a/jewett/96/index.html for pictures of exterior architectural details. 

Nave 

Good Shepherd Window over Altar 

http://www.buffaloah.com/a/jewett/96/index.html
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On the first floor of the Guild Hall is the charming Chapel of the Holy Innocents (Childrenôs Chapel) 

with a Tiffany window depicting Jesus with a group of children, said to be neighborhood children.  At 

the rear of the chapel is a columbarium with 224 niches.  Above the Chapel is Mears Hall which is 

currently used by a local ballet dance company.  It has a small kitchen alcove. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the main level of Jewett Hall is an auditorium.  It has a large service kitchen, a stage, and several 

church offices.  The congregation uses the auditorium for coffee hours, meeting space, church 

school, and various social events.  Near-term future plans are to renovate this space to house the 

Elam Jewett Caf® which is a joint project of Good Shepherd, St. Maryôs School for the Deaf2, with 

input from SUNY College of Buffalo3, the Darwin Martin House4, and the Parkside Community 

Association5. A 501c(3) corporation has been set up between St. Maryôs School for the Deaf and 

Good Shepherd for this endeavor.  

 

Below the auditorium is the Anna Choyer Smith Memorial Hall. It accommodates our food pantry 

and the North Buffalo AA meetings.  Smith Hall also has a large kitchen. The Church was completed 

in 1888, the Rectory in 1890, the Guild House in 1891, and the Jewett Memorial Hall in 1920.  Behind 

Jewett Hall stands a Cottage, which is used to house the sexton.  Together, all these structures make 

a unified complex. 

           

                                                           
2
 http://www.smsdk12.org/  

3
 http://www.buffalostate.edu/  

4
 http://www.darwinmartinhouse.org/index.php  

5
 http://www.parksidebuffalo.org/  

Window in Children's Chapel 

 

http://www.smsdk12.org/
http://www.buffalostate.edu/
http://www.darwinmartinhouse.org/index.php
http://www.parksidebuffalo.org/
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Worship and Liturgy 

Good Shepherd is inclusive; we encourage participation by all our members, welcoming children, 

young people and adults in all aspects of our corporate worship. The children are invited to attend 

Sunday school during the first part of the 10:30 service and to rejoin the congregation in church for 

Holy Communion. 

On Sunday mornings our Holy Eucharist uses Rite I at 8:00 and Rite II at 10:30.  

Wednesday Evenings in Lent and Advent, we have various worship services and Christian study. 

Music is an integral part of the 10:30 Service. The adult choir, comprised of 8 - 12 parishioners, is 

directed by a professional, who is also the organist, pianist, hand bell director, and often psalm 

cantor. The Parish Choirôs primary function is to lead congregational worship through its singing.  The 

Choir rehearses twice weekly, focusing on hymns, service music, Psalms, and anthems.  An eclectic 

mixture of styles is at the center of the Choirôs music, in the belief that parishioners come with variety 

of needs and moods that can be expressed well in word and song.  Styles include a great variety, 

ranging from polyphony and Spirituals to traditional Anglican style and music from around the world of 

the 21st century. The Psalm Tones are a group of parishioners who ring during the Psalms on 

Sunday and often for special music. 

 

COMMITTEES, ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS 

Vestry ï comprised of 9 members and 1 youth representative. Two wardens and a treasurer also 

serve with this group, which meets monthly. 

Properties Committee ï this group advises Vestry regarding the maintenance and upkeep of the 

church, related church buildings, and grounds. 

Altar Guild ï is responsible for the preparation of vestments, sacraments, flowers, and the 

columbarium. 

Acolytes and Crucifers ï a group of adults and young people whose participation greatly enhances 

our worship. 

Sunday School ï each Sunday during the 10:30 service, children between preschool age and about 

10 gather to review the Gospel and service order, make crafts, get to know each other, and improve 

their listening skills. 

Parish Growth and Development Committee ï this group is dedicated to stimulating interest in 

Good Shepherd, with particular attention to past and inactive parishioners. A new mission direction 

will be reaching out to unchurched neighbors. 
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Lectors ï A group of faithful parishioners who read the lessons and the Prayers of the People. 

Eucharistic Visitors ï Persons licensed by the Bishop to bring the sacrament to shut-ins from the 

service on Sunday mornings. 

Chalice Bearers ï Persons Licensed by the Bishop to distribute the sacrament at Eucharist.  

 

 

Choir and renovated Steinway  

 

 

Music Committee ï organizes and presents twice-yearly concerts in our sanctuary as a form of 

outreach to the community. Both sacred and secular works are presented. 

Worship Committee ï focuses on music and liturgy. 

Stewardship Committee ï promotes parishionersô commitment to sharing time, treasure and talent. 

Other organized activities include: 

Food Pantry ï Open once a week, the Food Pantry offers monthly allotments of food and donated 

clothing to about 160 households in zip code areas 14214, -15, and -16. 

Friends of the Night People ï In partnership with Calvary Church, we serve food at this soup 

kitchen once every two months. 

Youth Group ï for ages 11-14, approximately, this program meets monthly to discuss issues, using 

movies, dinner themes, books, events and activities that help create a safe and supportive 

environment for teens. 
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Gardeners for God (the Lay Weeders) ï maintains landscaping around Good Shepherd 

Annual Strawberry Festival ï a community event for over 100 years! 

Annual Music Loversô Retreat ï Open to all in the Diocese, this provides an opportunity to study 

hymnody, play various instruments and enjoy fellowship. This has often led to formal Hymn Festivals 

which have been very well attended. 

 

 

 

Psalm Tones in Rehearsal  
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Financial Activity 

 

In 2009 59 families pledged $102,722, in 2008 52 families pledged $111,188, in 2007 53 families 

pledged $89,930, and in 2006 61 families pledged $90,200. 

Good Shepherd has no mortgage or other debt.  Total Operating Revenues include rental income 
from the Festival School of Ballet. For 2008, this amounted to $12,915. In 2008/2009 The Parish 
launched a Music Renewal Program which included the renovation of the 1954 Kilgen Pipe Organ; 
restoration of the Steinway grand piano and its placement in the nave; and redesign and renovation 
of the music and choir space. The total cost for this project was $94,200 and to the glory of God, our 
members pledged/gifted $86,000; a great tribute to the faithfulness of our members and their support 
of this project. 

The Churchôs Endowment Fund in 2005 was $700,334.00; in 2006 $708,704.00; in 2007 

$699,470.00; in 2008 516,649.00 and to date in 2009 $588,000.00.  It is invested in securities with 

potential for capital appreciation.  Traditionally, the interest generated on the fund has been used for 

operations, however in the  recent past  the principal has been used towards the operating budget as 

well. 

 

Parochial Report Excerpts     

Years Ended December 31     

 2008 2007 2006 2005 

Pledge & Plate Revenues $116,716 $111,530 $106,234 $97,817 

Total Operating Revenues 205,587 210,951 187,454 196,980 

Principal Additions to Endowment Funds 0 0 155 6,475 

Major Improvements to Property 138,806 6,298 48,311 14,491 

All Operating Expenses 213,628 211,243 211,061 196,980 

Diocesan Assessment &  Outreach 27,180 27,177 21,240 25,220 

Endowment Fund Balance 516,649 698,784 708,704 700,335 

 

 

NOTE:  In future years we are expecting the Elam Jewett Café to generate rental income, but such 
amounts have not yet been determined.  In connection with the Darwin Martin House tours, Good 
Shepherd expects to have paid tours of the church as well.   
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 Summary of the Congregational Survey Results 

August 2009 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Word clouds (above) are derived from comments that parishioners made in the survey.  The more 

often a word appears, the larger it appears in the word cloud. 

Writ large in the minds of the people of Good Shepherd is the concept of COMMUNITY.  It was a 

predominant theme throughout the comments the parishioners made in response to questions we 

asked on  

¶ what connects us to the church. 

¶ what we desire to see continue and grow in the church 

¶ what our vision for the future of Good Shepherd is 

¶ what we believe the churchôs mission to be 

¶ what qualities of parish life we wished the committees to be aware of 
 

By-in-large the responses to the question of ñwhat you would like to see less of at Good Shepherdò 

revealed that we are satisfied.  One comment deserves note. 

 

ñI think there is a good balance; there is nothing I want to see less of.  I only wish that 

members would see Good Shepherdôs abundance and not see our glass as half empty.  

We have lots to offer for a small parish and we can accomplish much.ò 

And finally, to the question about obstacles the greatest number of responses dealt with financial 

stability and fiscal responsibility. 
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What the Congregation Valued and How Good Shepherd Performs in Those Areas 

 

 

 


