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We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ
crucified, proclaim his resurrection,

and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

- Book of Common Prayer, p. 308



Baptism

Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s Body the Church. The bond which God
establishes in Baptism is indissoluble.

Holy Baptism is appropriately administered within the Eucharist as the chief service on a Sunday or other feast.

The bishop, when present, is the celebrant; and is expected to preach the Word and preside at Baptism and the
Eucharist...

In the absence of a bishop, a priest is the celebrant and presides at the service. If a priest uses Chrism in signing the
newly baptized, it must have been previously consecrated by the bishop.

Each candidate for Holy Baptism is to be sponsored by one or more baptized persons.

Sponsors of adults and older children present their candidates and thereby signify their endorsement of the
candidates and their intention to support them by prayer and example in their Christian life. Sponsors of infants,
commonly called godparents, present their candidates, make promises in their own names, and also take vows on
behalf of their candidates.

1t is fitting that parents be included among the godparents of their own children. Parents and godparents are to be
instructed in the meaning of Baptism, in their duties to help the new Christians grow in the knowledge and love of
God, and in their responsibilities as members of his Church.

Holy Baptism is especially appropriate at the Easter Vigil, on the Day of Pentecost, on All Saints’ Day or the
Sunday after All Saints’ Day, and on the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord (the First Sunday after the Epiphany.) It
is recommended that, as far as possible, Baptisms be reserved for these occasions or when a bishop is present.

Book of Common Prayer, p. 298

Baptism is membership in the Body of Christ, the Church. All baptized persons are invited to
receive communion and participate fully in the life of the Church.

At the Church of the Good Shepherd, all baptisms are public services of worship. There are

NO private baptisms celebrated, unless it is an emergency situation. As recommended by the
Book of Common Prayer, our practice is to have Baptisms on the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus
(the First Sunday after the Epiphany b 6 January), at the Easter Vigil, the Sunday of the Good
Shepherd (the Fourth Sunday of Easter), the Day of Pentecost, and the Sunday after All SaintsO
Day B 1 November. Baptism appropriately is the first part of the Eucharist. Our custom is also
to have the newly baptized personOs first communion at the same service.

All baptisms require preparation. For adults, this means meeting with the Rector or other
designated person for an inquiry into the faith of the Church and the personOs faith. For children
and infants, this means the parents and godparents meeting with the Rector or other designated
person for an inquiry into the faith of the Church and the rearing of the child in this faith.

It is appropriate for both adults and children that thergpbasors, persons who agree to work
with and walk with the individual in their early baptized life. Sponsors need to be baptized
persons who agree to be models of faith for the individual.



Baptisms are not automatically OdoneO on newborns or other young children. A family needs to
be regular in attendance and worship in order to model the faith for their children. Time is
needed for being a part of the congregation and baptismal preparation, and also to live a sense of
commitment to the congregation and the Church.

Baptisms done with water in the Name of the Trinity in any Christian denomination are not
repeated in the Episcopal Church. If there is a question about whether or not one has been
baptized, then there can be a conditional baptism.

Baptized persons eighteen years of age and older are eligible to vote in parish elections (the
age is determined by New York State Religious Corporation Law), become members of the
Vestry, and hold other elective offices (other than Wardens).

Please see the Rector as far in advance as possible of a baptismal date if you wish to be
baptized, or if you have a child to be baptized.

The Episcopal Church is part of the worldwidénglican Communion. Members of the

Episcopal Church are welcome to receive communion and participate in the life of other
Anglican Churches around the world and with Lutheran Churches that are part of the Lutheran
World Federation (such as the ELCA in the United States and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Canada) and other Christian denominations (as determined by that denomination. We believe
that one is baptized as a Christian that happens to occur in an Episcopal Church, rather than
being baptized an Episcopalian.

RECEIVING COMMUNION: In the Episcopal Church all baptized persons desiring to
receive the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ are invited to do so. This includes
children. At the Church of the Good Shepherd it is our practice to welcome everyone who
wishes to receive the Body and Blood of Christ to receive communion, both bread and wine.

Confirmation

Baptized members who wish to receive the Sacramatbdmwfirmation, the laying on of hands

by a Bishop of this Church, are asked to speak to the Rector. Our custor@ititbl of the

Good Shepherd is to participate in the deanery confirmation service, which is held annually at
St. PaulOs Cathedral in the Easter season or shortly thereafter. This service celebrates
confirmation with other congregations, and is a sign of the wider dimension of the Church
celebrating its baptismal membership as the Body of Christ.

There isno magical age for confirmation. Youth who wish to take on for themselves the
baptismal promises made by their parents and sponsors, and adults, who wish to confirm their
faith in the Church, all are invited to consider the Sacrament of Confirmation.



In the Episcopal Church, there are three actions that have been referred to as confirmation:

- Confirmation itself, in which a person who has not been confirmed by a bishop comes
before the bishop for the laying on of hands.

- Reception, in which a person who has been confirmed by a bishop in a church other than the
Episcopal Church, is received by the bishop as a confirmed member of the Episcopal
Church.

For example, this would apply to members of the Roman Catholic Church who have been
confirmed in their denomination and who now seek to become confirmed members of the
Episcopal Church.

- Reaffirmation, in which a person who has been confirmed or received by a bishop in the
Episcopal Church desires to reaffirm their faith commitment. This might be someone who
had left the Episcopal Church and is now returning, or a spouse of someone who is being
confirmed, or an adult confirmed as a youth who desires to make a renewal of faith in this
way.

Confirmation requires preparation, which at the Church of the Good Shepherd usually is an
Inquirer’s Class or individual work with the Rector or designated person. Generally classes or
meetings begin during Lent. Please ask the Rector about details.

In Church governancdyardens must be confirmed (or received) members of the Episcopal
Church.

The Canons of the Church state that it is the expectation of the Church that all adults be
confirmed members of the Church.

Membership
- Any person baptized in the parish is considerbdpgized member.

- Any person who is parishioner in another Episcopal Church who wishes to become a
member of the Church of the Good Shepherd may do so by requekiitey af transfer
from their previous parish. If asked, the parish administrator can help with this request.

- Any person who is a member of another church in communion withgiseopal Church
(for example, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) and who wishes to become a
member of the Church of the Good Shepherd may do so by requesting transfer of
membership from their previous congregation. If asked, the parish administrator can help
with this request.



- Any person who wishes to become a member of the Church of the Good Shepherd and is not
a parishioner in either another Episcopal Church or in a church in communion with the
Episcopal Church may establish membership by hgwogf of their baptism recorded
with the parish office. Please call the parish administrator or speak with the Rector about
how to do this.

- Membership in the Church of the Good Shepherd ends either with the death of a parishioner
or with the transfer of a parishioner to another congregation. Inactive members are those
who have not participated in the life of the congregation in the previous year through
attendance and financial commitment. Inactive members remain on the rolls of the Church
until they either transfer out or die.

- Members, also known @smmunicants, are considered active membersc@hmunicants
in good standing, if they have been faithful in corporate worship and faithful in working,
praying, and giving for the spread of the Reign of God in the past year.

- Adult communicants are those sixteen years of age and over. Unfortunately, according to
New York State Religious Corporation Law, persons under the age of eighteen are not
eligible to vote in parish elections or to have a vote on parish vestries.

- ONo one shall be denied rights, status or access to an equal place in the life, worship, and
governance of this Church because of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, marital
status, sex, sexual orientation, disabilities or age, except as otherwise specified by Canons.O
(Canon 1.17.5) Other than minimum age requirements theneodsg@rriers for full
participation in the Episcopal Church or at the Church of the Good Shepherd.

Good Shepherd Membership

Communicants in good standing, that is, those persons who are members of the parish and have
regularly participated in the worship life of the parish and have made regular contributions

(either a pledge to the parish or regular offerings) for the past year, and are eighteen years of age
and over, are eligible to vote in parish elections and to hold office.

QUESTIONS
Please contact the Rector or Parish Administrator if there are any questions.
FEES

There areNO fees for any of the Sacraments of the Church, including Baptism or Confirmation.

There is a $25.00 administrative fee to certify a record of baptism, marriage, etc. from the parish
register.



THE CANONS OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

CANON 17: Of Regulations Respecting the Laity

Sec. 1
(a)

(b)
(©)

(d)

All personswho havereceivedthe Sacramenof Holy Baptismwith waterin the Nameof the Father,
and ofthe Son,andof the Holy Spirit, whetherin this Churchor in anotherChristianChurch,and
whoseBaptismshavebeenduly recordedn this Church,arememberghereof.
Memberssixteenyearsof age andver areto be considerecadultmembers.

It is expectedhatall adultmembersof this Church,after appropriateinstruction,will havemadea
maturepublic affirmation of their faith andcommitmentto the responsibilitiesof their Baptismand
will have beenconfirmedor receivedby a Bishopof this Churchor by a Bishopof a Churchin
communionwith this Church. Thosewho havepreviouslymadea maturepublic commitmentin
anotherChurchmay bereceived,not confirmed.

Any persornwho is baptizedin this Churchasanadultandreceivesthe laying on of handsby the
Bishopat Baptismis to be consideredfor the purposeof this andall otherCanonsas bothbaptized
and confirmedalso,

Any persornwho is baptizedin this Churchasanadultandat sometime afterthe Baptismreceiveshe
laying on of handsby the Bishopin Reaffirmationof BaptismalVows is to be consideredfor the
purposeof this andall otherCanonsas bothbaptizedandconfirmed;also,

Any baptizedpersonwho receivedthe laying on of handsat Confirmation(by any Bishopin apostolic
successionandis receivedinto the EpiscopalChurchby a Bishopof this Churchis to be considered,
for the purposeof this andall otherCanonsas bothbaptizedandconfirmed;andalso,

Any baptizedpersonwho receivedthe laying on of handsby a Bishopof this Churchat Confirmation
or Receptioris to be consideredfor the purposeof this andall otherCanonsasboth baptizedand
confirmed.

Sec. 2 For the purposef statisticalconsistencythroughoutthe Church,communicantsixteenyearsof age
and overareto be considerecadult communicants.

Sec. 3. All communicant®f this Churchwho for the previousyearhavebeenfaithful in corporateworship,
unlessfor good causepreventedandhavebeenfaithful in working, praying,andgiving for the spreadof the
Kingdom of God, areto be considereccommunicantsn goodstanding.

Sec. 4
(a)

(b)

A memberof this Churchremovingfrom the congregatiorin which that personOsiembershigs
recordedshall procurea certificateof membershipndicating thatthat personis recordedasa member
(or adultmember)of this Churchandwhetheror not sucha member:

(1) is a communicant;

(2) is recordedas beingn goodstanding;

(3) has beerronfirmedor receivedby a Bishopof this Churchor a Bishopin communionwith

this Church.

Uponacknowledgmenthata memberwho hasreceivedsucha certificatehasbeenenrolledin another
congregatiorof this or anotherChurch,the Memberof the Clergyin chargeor Wardenissuingthe
certificateshallremovethe nameof the personfrom the parishregister.
The Memberof the Clergy in chargeor Wardenof the congregatiorio which suchcertificateis
surrenderedhall recordin the parishregisterthe information containedon the presentedertificate of
membershipandthennotify the Memberof the Clergyin chargeor Wardenof the congregation
which issuedthe certificatethatthe personhasbeenduly recordedasa membeof the new
congregationWhereuporthe personOsmovalshall be notedin the parishregisterof the
congregatiorwhich issuedthe certificate.



(c) If a memberof this Church,not havingsucha certificate desiresto becomea memberof a
congregatiorin the placeto which he or shehasremoved thatpersonshall be directedby theMember
of theClergyin chargeof the saidcongregatiorto procurea certificatefrom the former congregation,
althoughon failure to producesucha certificatethroughno fault of the personapplying,appropriate
entry may be madein the parishregisteruponthe evidenceof membershigstatussufficientin the
judgmentof the Memberof the Clergy in chargeor Warden.

(d) Any communicanbf any Churchin communionwith this Churchshall be entitledto the benefitof
this sectiorsofar asthe samecanbe madeapplicable.

Sec. 5. No oneshall be deniedrights, statusor accesd$o anequalplacein thelife, worship,andgovernancef
this Churchbecausef race,color, ethnicorigin, nationalorigin, marital status sex,sexualorientation,
disabilitiesor age exceptas otherwisespecifiedby Canons.

Sec. 6. A personto whomthe Sacramentsf the Churchshallhavebeenrefused,or whohasbeenrepelled
from the Holy Communionundertherubrics,or who hasbeeninformedof anintentionto refuseor repelhim
or herfrom the Holy Communionunderthe rubrics, may appealto the Bishopor Ecclesiasticahuthority. A
Priestwho refusesor repelsa personfrom the Holy Communion,or who communicates$o a persoranintentto
repel thatpersonfrom the Holy Communionshall inform thatperson,in writing, within fourteendaysthereof
of
(a) the reasonghereforeand
(b) his or heright to appealto the Bishopor EcclesiasticaRhuthority. No Memberof the Clergy of
this Churchshallbe requiredto admitto the Sacraments personsorefusedor repelledwithout
the writtendirection of the Bishopor EcclesiasticaAuthority. The Bishopor Ecclesiastical
Authority mayin certaincircumstanceseefit to requirethe personto be admittedor restored
becaus®f the insufficiency of the causeassignedy the memberof the Clergy. If it shall appear
to theBishopor EcclesiasticaAuthority thatthereis sufficient causeto justify refusalof the Holy
Communion,however,appropriatestepsshall be takento institute suchinquiry as maybe
directedby the Canonsof the Diocese;andshouldno suchCanonexist,the Bishopor
EcclesiasticaAuthority shall proceedaccordingto suchprinciplesof law andequity as will
ensureanimpartial investigationandjudgment,which judgmentshall be madein writing within
sixty daysof the appealandwhich shall alsospecifythe stepsrequiredfor readmissiorto Holy
Communion.
Sec. 7. No unbaptizedpersonshall be eligible to receiveHoly Communionin this Church.
Sec. 8. Any personacceptingany office in this Churchshallwell andfaithfully performthe dutiesof that
office in accordanceavith the Constitutionand Canonsof this Churchandof the Diocesein which the office is
beingexercised.
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